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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF OHIO 
WESTERN DIVISION 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
Plaintiff, 


v. 


Nineteen Thousand, Two Hundred Dollars in 
U.S. Currency ($19,200.00) 

(CATS No. 18-DEA-643281), 

Defendant. 


) Civil Case No.: 

) 

) 

) Judge: 

) 

) 

) VERIFIED COMPLAINT IN 

) FORFEITURE 

) 

) 

) 


NOW COMES plaintiff, the United States of America, by Justin E. Herdman, United 
States Attorney for the Northern District of Ohio, and Guillermo J. Rojas, Assistant U.S. 
Attorney, and files this Verified Complaint in Forfeiture, respectfully alleging on information 
and belief the following in accordance with Supplemental Rule G(2) of the Federal Rules of 
Civil Procedure: 


NATURE OF ACTION AND JURISDICTION 

1. This is an action to forfeit the defendant property to the United States. The 
defendant property consists of Nineteen Thousand, Two Hundred Dollars in U.S. currency 

($ 19,200.00) (CATS No. 18-DEA-643281) (hereinafter referred to as "the defendant currency”). 
The Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) lawfully seized the defendant currency on July 12, 
2018, pursuant to a probable cause search of a vehicle. The defendant currency is currently in the 
custody of the United States Marshals Service in a Seized Asset Deposit Fund Account. 

2. This Court has subject matter jurisdiction over an action commenced by the 
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United States under 28 U.S.C. § 1345. and over an action for forfeiture under 28 U.S.C. § 
1355(a). 

3. This Court has in rein jurisdiction over the defendant currency pursuant to 28 
U.S.C. § 1355(b)(1)(A). because the acts or omissions giving rise to the forfeiture occurred in 
this district; and pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1355(b)(1)(B), incorporating 28 U.S.C. § 1395, because 
the action accrued in this district. 

4. Venue is proper in this district under 28 U.S.C. § 1355(b)(1)(A), because the acts 
or omissions giving rise to the forfeiture occurred in this district; and under 28 U.S.C. § 1395, 
because the action accrued in this district. 

5. The Court will have control over the defendant currency through service of an 
arrest warrant in rem, which the Plaintiff will execute upon the defendant currency. See 
Supplemental Rule G(3)(b)-(c); 28 U.S.C. § 1355(d). 

BASIS OF FORFEITURE 

6. The defendant currency is subject to forfeiture pursuant to 21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(6), 
because it constitutes: I) money, negotiable instruments, securities and other things of value 
furnished or intended to be furnished in exchange for a controlled substance in violation of the 
Controlled Substances Act; 2) proceeds traceable to such an exchange; or 3) money, negotiable 
instruments, and securities used or intended to be used to facilitate a violation of 21 U.S.C. § 
841(a) or any other violation of the Controlled Substances Act, Title 21 United States Code, §§ 
801 et seq. 

7. On approximately August 28. 2018, the DEA commenced administrative 
forfeiture proceedings against the defendant currency. 
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8. On September 29. 2018, Claimant Rezaul K. Miah (“Claimant”) filed an 
administrative claim for the defendant currency. On October 29, 2018, Claimant filed a corrected 
claim after receiving notice that his prior claim was defective. 

9. No others filed claims, and the time to file a claim for the defendant currency 
under 18 U.S.C. § 983 expired on October 2, 2018. 

FORFEITURE COUNT 

10. Around early July 2018, the DEA received information from a Confidential 
Source (CS) that Claimant intended to travel to Toledo, Ohio from New York, New York to 
purchase a large amount of marijuana. Information supplied by the CS included text messages 
between the Confidential Source and, based on evidence, an individual believed to be Claimant. 

11. Early on July 12, 2018. DEA surveillance indicated that Claimant was heading 
westbound from the Pennsylvania area toward Ohio. Later that morning, Claimant arrived in the 
Toledo-area in a white Nissan Sentra and parked at a local hotel. 

12. During the afternoon of July 12. 2018, the DEA surveilled Claimant while he 
shopped at a Toledo store and purchased zip lock and food saver bags. 

13. During the early evening of July 12, 2018, the DEA observed one of three males 
remove shopping bags and a black book bag from the Nissan Sentra and place them inside a 
black Chrysler Pacifica. 

14. Around 6:10 pm the same day. the DEA observed Claimant and an unknown male 
get in the Pacifica and enter onto Interstate 75 Southbound. 

15. In coordination with the DEA. the Ohio State Highway Patrol (OSHP) stopped 
the Pacifica for a speeding violation on southbound 1-75 at milepost 195 in Perrysburg, Ohio. 
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16. The OSHP Trooper who stopped the Pacifica identified the driver as Kyel Rowe 
and Claimant as the sole passenger. Rowe had rented the vehicle from PV Holding Corporation. 

17. Rowe told the Trooper that he and Miah were on their way to a Red Lobster 
restaurant despite not heading in the direction of any such restaurant in the local area. 

18. The Trooper placed Row e in the backseat of his OSHP patrol car and returned to 
the Pacifica to speak with Claimant. 

19. Unlike Rowe, Claimant indicated that he and Rowe were on their way to meet 
w ith a friend in Perrysburg to sell him nursing uniforms. 

20. Claimant explained that he purchases nursing uniforms from Bangladesh at a 
discounted price and resells them at a profit. 

21. Claimant did not know where in Perrysburg he planned to meet his friend. 

22. An OSHP canine unit, consisting of a Trooper and drug detection canine, arrived 
on the scene to conduct a free air sniff of the Pacifica. The canine gave a positive indication for 
the presence of narcotics. 

23. When an OSHP Trooper told Rowe that the canine gave a positive indication, 
Rowe stated that he had an e-pen containing hash oil on the passenger seat. 

24. The OSHP Troopers on scene subsequently conducted a probable cause search of 
the Pacifica. During this search. Troopers found the following items in the Pacifica: 

a. E-cigarette containing THC oil on the passenger seat. 

b. U.S. Postal Service mailing envelope containing $10,000 in U.S. Currency 
between the passenger seat and the center console, and 

c. Camouflage backpack containing $ 19,200 in U.S. currency in the trunk. 
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25. Troopers seized the E-cigarette and the currency totaling $29,200 (‘'seized 
currency”). The defendant $19,200 in U.S. currency constitutes a portion of the seized $29,200 
in U.S. currency. The United States does not seek judicial forfeiture of the $10,000 in U.S. 
currency representing the difference between the seized currency and defendant currency. This 
differential went unclaimed, subjecting it to administrative forfeiture without the need for 
judicial forfeiture. 

26. Rowe denied ownership of any of the seized currency. 

27. Troopers brought Claimant and Rowe to the OSHP Bowling Green Post where 
DEA Task Force Officers (TFO's) interviewed them. 

28. Claimant stated that Rowe picked him up from a hotel in Toledo and headed to 
Perrysburg. Claimant said he intended to sell nursing uniforms there to someone named "Jason." 

29. Claimant stated that he believed one-to-two thousand dollars of the seized 
currency represented uniform sales revenue that he gave to Rowe. Claimant could not produce 
any sales receipts for the alleged uniform sales. 

30. Of the items OSHP seized from the Pacifica. Claimant claimed ownership of the 
nursing uniforms, cellular telephone, backpack, and bag of postal boxes. 

31. Rowe stated that he travelled to Toledo to hang out and meet some girls with 
Claimant. He reasserted that he and Claimant were on their way to a Red Lobster. He said he 
had no knowledge of the seized currency and that the only items he claimed were the seized e- 
cigarette. two suitcases, and $400 in U.S. currency located on his person. 

32. OSHP transferred the seized currency to the DEA. which then stored it in a vault 
located at the DEA Toledo Resident Office. 
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CONCLUSION 


33. By reason of the foregoing, the defendant currency is subject to forfeiture to the 


United States under 21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(6) as currency associated with illegal drug trafficking 


activity. 


CLAIM FOR RELIEF 


WHEREFORE the United States prays the Court issue an order forfeiting the defendant 


currency to the United States, awarding costs and disbursements, and for such other and further 


relief as the Court deems proper and just. 


Respectfully submitted. 


JUSTIN E. HERDMAN 
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY 



Guillermo J. Rojas (0069^82) 

Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Four Seagate, Suite 308 
Toledo, Ohio 43604-2624 
Phone/Fax: (419) 259-6376/6360 
Guillermo.Roias'a?usdoi.gov 
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VERIFICATION 


I, Steven Cousino, am a Special Agent with the United States Drug Enforcement 
Administration and the case agent assigned to this case. I have read the contents of the foregoing 
Verified Complaint for Forfeiture, and the statements contained therein are true to the best of my 
knowledge and belief. 

Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746,1 declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true 
and correct. 

Executed on this ^M^ day of June, 2019. 


/s[ 1 CO 




JL 


Steven Cousino 
Task Force Officer 
Drug Enforcement Administration 


Sworn to and subscribed in my presence this 




day of June, 2019. 


JsL 

Name^ 


QlLUuJuA A 

ner r 


Notary Public p y £f 

My commission expires_ 


£*l>irc 


JENNIFER L. RAMON, ESQ. 
NOTARY PUBLIC - OHIO 
My Commission Has No Expiration Date 
O.R.C. § 147.03 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 



I hereby certify that on June y / _ . 2019. a copy of the foregoing was filed with the 


Court. All Parties listed below will be served, by certified U.S. Mail, with a copy of the instant 


Verified Complaint along with a Notice of a Complaint for Forfeiture. Parties may also access 


this filing through the Court's electronic filing system. 


Rezaul K. Miah 
9344 204th Street 
Hollis. NY 11423 

John F. Potts, Esq. 

405 Madison Avenue, Suite 1460 
Toledo, OH 43604 



Guillermo J. Rojas / 
Assistant U. S. Attorney 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF OHIO 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF OHIO 
WESTERN DIVISION 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, ) CASE NO.: 

) 

Plaintiff, ) 

) JUDGE: 

v. ) 

) 

Nineteen Thousand, Two Hundred Dollars in ) WARRANT OF ARREST IN REM 
U.S. Currency ($19,200.00) ) 

(CATS No. 18-DEA-643281), ) 

) 

Defendant. ) 

To the United States Marshal for the Northern District of Ohio: 

WHEREAS, a verified complaint of forfeiture has been filed on June 24. 2019. in the 
United States District Court for the Northern District of Ohio, alleging that the defendant 
property is subject to seizure and forfeiture to the United States for the reasons alleged in the 
complaint; and 

WHEREAS, the defendant property is currently in the possession, custody or control of 
the United States; and 

WHEREAS, in these circumstances Supplemental Rule G(3)(b)(i) directs the Clerk of the 
Court to issue an arrest warrant in rem for the defendant property; and 

WHEREAS, Supplemental Rule G(3)(c)(i) provides that the warrant of arrest in rem must 
be delivered to a person or organization authorized to execute it who may be a marshal or any 
other United States officer or employee, someone under contract with the United States, or 
someone specially appointed by the court for that purpose. 
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YOU ARE, THEREFORE, HEREBY COMMANDED to arrest the defendant property as 
soon as practicable by serving a copy of this warrant on the custodian in whose possession, 
custody or control the property is presently found, and to use whatever means may be 
appropriate to protect and maintain it in your custody until further order of this Court. 

YOU ARE FURTHER COMMANDED, promptly after execution of this process, to file 
the same in this Court with your return thereon, identifying the individuals upon whom copies 
were served and the manner employed. 

Dated at Toledo, Ohio, this_day of_, 2019. 

SANDY OPAC1CH, CLERK 


Deputy Clerk 


2 
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1 of 1. PaqelD #: 14 

RETURN 


PLAINTIFF 

COURT CASE NUMBER 

United States of America 

3:19-CV- 

DEFENDANT 

TYPE OF PROCESS 

Nineteen Thousand, Two Hundred Dollars in U.S. Currency ($19,200.00) 

Warrant of Arrest In Rem 


NAME OF INDIVIDUAL, COMPANY, CORPORATION. ETC. TO SERVE OR DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY TO SEIZE OR CONDEMN 

SERVE I U.S. Marshals Service 


{ 


AT I ADDRESS (Street or RFD, Apartment No., City, State and ZIP Code) 

1716 Spielbusch Avenue, Toledo, Ohio 43624 


SEND NOTICE OF SERVICE COPY TO REQUESTER AT NAME AND ADDRESS BELOW 

Number of process to be 
served with this Form 285 

1 

1 

Guillermo J. Rojas, Assistant U.S. Attorney 

U.S. Attorney's Office 

Four Seagate, Suite 308 

Toledo, OH 43604-2624 

L_ 

Number of parties to be 
served in this case 

1 

Check for service 
on U.S.A. 

1 


SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS OR OTHER INFORMATION THAT WILL ASSIST IN EXPEDITING SERVICE ( Include Business and Alternate Addresses , 

All Telephone Numbers, and Estimated Times Available for Service): 

Fold Fold 


Control Document 
CATS No. 18-DEA-643281 


Signature of Attorney other Originator requesting service on behalf of: 

□ PLAINTIFF 

TELEPHONE NUMBER 

DATE 

Is/ Guillermo J. Rojas, Asst. U.S. Attorney 

□ DEFENDANT 

419-259-6376 

6/24/19 


SPACE BELOW FOR USE OF U.S. MARSHAL ONLY-- DO NOT WRITE BELOW THIS LINE 


I acknowledge receipt for the total 

Total Process 

District of 

District to 

Signature of Authorized USMS Deputy or Clerk 

Date 

number of process indicated. 

(Sign only for USM 285 if more 


Origin 

Serve 



than one USM 285 is submitted) 


No. 

No. 









I hereby certify and return that I EH have personally served , EH have legal evidence of service, □ have executed as shown in "Remarks", the process described 
on the individual, company, corporation, etc., at the address shown above on the on the individual, company, corporation, etc. shown at the address inserted below. 


□ 


I hereby certify and return that I am unable to locate the individual, company, corporation, etc. named above (See remarks below) 


Name and title of individual served (if not shown above) 


Address (complete only different than shown above) 


EH A person of suitable age and discretion 
then residing in defendant's usual place 
of abode 


Date 


Time 


□ 

□ 


Signature of U.S. Marshal or Deputy 


am 

pm 


Service Fee 

Total Mileage Charges 
including endeavors) 

Forwarding Fee 

Total Charges 

Advance Deposits 

Amount owed to U.S. Marshal* or 
(Amount of Refund*) 






$ 0.00 


REMARKS: 


DISTRIBUTE TO: 


1. CLERK OF THE COURT 

2. USMS RECORD 

3. NOTICE OF SERVICE 

4. BILLING STATEMENT*: To be returned to the U.S. Marshal with payment, 
if any amount is owed. Please remit promptly payable to U.S. Marshal. 

5. ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RECEIPT 


PRIOR EDITIONS MAY BE USED 


Form USM-285 
Rev. 11/13 


















































